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LEADER READ:   Psalm 40:1-5 
 

QUESTION:    When you think about heaven what words or images come to mind? 
 

LEADER READ:   Excerpts from “Miller’s Church History” (Beginning on Page 3 below) 

 
QUESTION:   What did the saints we just read about know, in the depths of their being that gave them such amazing 

strength and courage to stand in the face of such suffering and evil? 
 

LEADER READ: 

“To one who has faith, no explanation is necessary. To one without faith, no explanation is possible.” — Thomas Aquinas 

 
QUESTION:   What is faith?  

(Answer: Believing what God tells us and acting on that belief trusting God will do what he said. – 
Romans 10:17) 

 
QUESTION: Why is our faith so important to God? 

(Answer: God is honored when we trust and act on what He tells us, His Word, despite what the  
circumstances may look like, what others may think or how we may feel.) 

 
READ: Genesis 11:27-13:4  Genesis 21:1-7              Genesis 25:19-26 Genesis 35:9-15, 35:23-29  

Genesis 37:1-4, 37:12-28 Genesis 45:1-20  Genesis 46:1-7  Exodus 1:1-14 

 
LEADER READ 

After 400 years of slavery in Egypt, God raised up Moses to lead His people Israel out of bondage. God performed 
numerous miracles sending plagues upon the Egyptians to demonstrate His power and convince Pharaoh – the King of 
Egypt, to let God’s people go. He turned the waters of Egypt into blood – including the Nile River, he brought a plague of 
frogs that covered the land, a plague of flies, a plague that killed the Egyptians livestock but not Israel’s, a plague of fiery 
hail, a plague of locusts, and a plague of deep darkness over the land. Yet in all these plagues, Pharaoh’s heart was 
hardened and he would not set the Israelites free. Finally, God brought a final plague that killed the first born of the 
Egyptians, including Pharaoh’s first born son. Finally, Pharaoh agreed to let Israel go. 
 
QUESTION: What did the children of Israel learn about God’s promises? 
 
READ: Exodus 12:40-42 Exodus 13:17-22 Exodus 14:8-31 

 
 

 

 



LEADER READ 

In Exodus chapters 15, 16, and 17 we find God providing for His people. When the people grumbled for thirst - God 
turned undrinkable bitter water in the wilderness sweet so the people and livestock could drink it. Another time God 
brought water out of a rock; He fed them daily by raining down manna from heaven; when they complained about 
having to eat manna every day, he provided them with Quail to eat. The people constantly grumbled against Moses and 
God for bringing them out of captivity in Egypt into the barren wilderness. For more than a year the people wandered in 
the wilderness and finally arrived at the Jordan River, ready to finally cross over and enter into the Promised Land – the 
land of Canaan. 
 
QUESTION: How does God respond to unbelief and why? 
 
READ: Numbers 11:1-15 Numbers 13:1-3, 13:17-14:12  Numbers 32:7-15 

 

LEADER READ 

The wilderness is a picture of carnal Christianity. It is a picture of unbelief and disobedience. It is a picture of Christians 
who have not entered into all the promises of God. They’ve been saved (out of Egypt) but they have not yet entered into 
all the promises of God that are in the land of Canaan – the Promised Land. The problem in the wilderness is there is 
very little growth – not much grows in the desert. Sadly, the vast majority of Christians live there entire Christians life in 
the wilderness. They have faith to get out of Egypt – to cross the Red Sea, but they don’t have faith to enter in to all of 
God’s promises for a victorious Christian life. Like Israel who wandered in the wilderness for 40 years, distrusting and 
grumbling against God the entire time, the vast majority of Christians wander through their earthly life the same way. 
 
QUESTION: What is the outcome of trusting God? 
 
READ: Deuteronomy 11:8-17  Joshua 3:9-17  Joshua 5:9-12 
 

LEADER READ  

The Christian life is a life of faith. It is the only way to please God. God says it, we believe it and respond in obedience, 

and God does it. 

Faith requires the action of obedience. The Lord calls us to “Take up our cross and follow Him.” He calls for us to “Come, 

and drink of the waters of life freely.” He commands us to “Go in and possess the land.”  

The Red Sea didn’t part for Israel until Moses had both feet in the water. Israel didn’t receive the blessings the Promised 

Land provided until they crossed the Jordan River and entered into the land. In the New Testament, Peter didn’t walk to 

Jesus on the water until he got out of the boat.  

It’s one thing to say we have faith, but without obedience to our Lord’s command to “Go!” “Come!” “Possess!” etc., until 

we take that first step, our faith is worthless. 

 

QUESTION: What tangible steps can you begin taking today to enter in to all the blessings God has promised –  

to enjoy Heaven on the way to Heaven? 

READ: John 6:29      John 11:40          Romans 1:16-17    Romans 10:11  Romans 10:17        

2 Corinthians 5:7 Galatians 2:20          Ephesians 2:8-9    Philippians 4:4-9 1 Timothy 6:12 

2 Timothy 4:6-8  Hebrews 11:1          Hebrews 11:6    James 2:14       1 John 5:4  

 

  



Excerpts from: Miller’s Church History 

 

Paul’s Second Imprisonment at Rome 

Concerning the circumstances of Paul's trial we have no certain information. Most probably in the spring of A.D. 66 or 67 

Nero took his seat on the tribunal, surrounded by his jurors, and the imperial guard; and Paul was brought into the 

court. We have reason to believe that the large space was filled with a promiscuous multitude of Jews and Gentiles. The 

apostle stood once more before the world. He had again the opportunity of proclaiming to all nations that for which he 

had been made a prisoner — "That all the Gentiles might hear." Emperors and senators, princes and nobles, and all the 

great ones of the earth, must hear the glorious gospel of the grace of God. All that the enemy had done becomes a 

testimony to the name of Jesus. Those who were otherwise inaccessible hear the gospel preached with power from on 

high. 

Fain would we dwell on this wonderful scene for a few moments. Never before had there been such a witness, and such 

a testimony, in Nero's judgment-hall. The wisdom of God in turning all the efforts of the enemy into such a testimony is 

most profound; while His love and grace in the gospel shine ineffable and alike to all classes. The apostle himself 

commands our devout admiration. Though at this moment his heart was broken by the unfaithfulness of the church, he 

stood forth strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Though he had been forsaken by men, the Lord stood by 

him and strengthened him. He boldly confronted his enemies, pleading in his own cause and the cause of the gospel. He 

had an opportunity to speak of Jesus, of His death and resurrection, so that the heathen multitude might hear the 

gospel. His age, his infirmities, his venerable form, his fettered arm, would all tend to deepen the impression of his 

manly and straightforward eloquence. But, happily, we have an account from his own pen of the first hearing of his 

defence. He writes thus to Timotheus immediately after: "At my first answer [when I was heard in my defence] no man 

stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord 

stood with me, and strengthened me, that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might 

hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion." (2 Tim. 4:16-17) 

 

"Look now, and see Christ's chosen saint 

In triumph wear his Christ-like chain; 

No fear lest he should swerve or faint: 

His life is Christ, his death is gain." 

 

The Martyrdom of Paul 

Although we have no record of the second stage of his trial, we have reason to believe that it soon followed the first, 

and that it ended in his condemnation and death. But The Second Epistle to Timothy is the divine record of what was 

passing in his deeply exercised mind at this solemn moment. His deep concern for the truth and church of God; his 

pathetic tenderness for the saints, and especially for his beloved son Timothy; his triumphant hope in the immediate 

prospect of martyrdom, can only be told in his own words. "I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure 

is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me 
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a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 

them also that love his appearing." (2 Tim. 4:6-8) 

The tribunal of Nero here fades from his sight. Death in its most violent form has no terror for him. Christ in glory is the 

object of his eye and of his heart — the source of his joy and of his strength. His work was finished; and the toils of his 

love were ended. Though a prisoner and poor — though aged and rejected — he was rich in God, he possessed Christ, 

and in Him all things. The Jesus whom he had seen in glory at the commencement of his course, and who had brought 

him into all the trials and labours of the gospel, was now his possession and his crown. The unrighteous tribunal of Nero, 

and the blood-stained sword of the executioner, were to Paul but as the messengers of peace, who had come to close 

his long and weary path, and to introduce him into the presence of Jesus in glory. The time was now come for the Jesus 

that loved him to take him to Himself. He had fought the good fight of the gospel to the end; he had finished his course, 

it only remained for him to be crowned, when the Lord, the righteous Judge, appears in glory. 

"In all things more than conquerors 

Through Him that loved us- 

We know that neither death nor life 

Nor angels, rulers, powers, 

Nor present things, nor things to come 

Nor even height, nor depth 

Nor any other creature-thing 

Above, below, around 

Can part us from the love of God 

In Jesus Christ our Lord." 

We have the concurrent testimony of antiquity that Paul suffered martyrdom during the Neronian persecution, and 

most probably in A.D. 67. As a Roman citizen, he was beheaded in place of being scourged and crucified or exposed to 

the frightful tortures then invented for the Christians. Like his Master he suffered "without the gate." There is a spot on 

the Ostian Road, about two miles beyond the city walls, where it is supposed his martyrdom took place. There the last 

act of human cruelty was executed, and the great apostle was "absent from the body, and present with the Lord." His 

fervent and happy spirit was released from his feeble and suffering body; and the long cherished desire of his heart was 

fulfilled — "to depart and to be with Christ which is far better." 

 

THE FIRST PERSECUTION UNDER THE EMPERORS – A.D. 64 

The first legal persecution of the Christians began under Emperor Nero about 64 AD; and in some of its features it stands 

alone in the annals of human barbarity. Inventive cruelty sought out new ways of torture to satiate the blood-thirsty 

Nero — the most ruthless Emperor that ever reigned. The gentle, peaceful, unoffending followers of the Lord Jesus were 

sewn in the skins of wild beasts, and torn by dogs; others were wrapped in a kind of dress smeared with wax, with pitch, 

and other combustible matter, with a stake under the chin to keep them upright, and set on fire when the day closed, 

that they might serve as lights in the public gardens of popular amusements. Nero lent his own gardens for these 

exhibitions, and gave entertainments for the people. He took an active part in the games himself; sometimes mingling 

with the crowd on foot, and sometimes viewing the awful spectacle from his chariot. But, accustomed as these people 
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were to public executions and gladiatorial shows, they were moved to pity by the unexampled cruelties inflicted on the 

Christians. They began to see that the Christians suffered, not for the public good, but to gratify the cruelty of a monster. 

But fearful as their death was, it was soon over, and to them, no doubt, the happiest moment of their existence. Long, 

long before the lights were quenched in Nero's garden, the martyrs had found their home and rest above — in the 

blooming garden of God's eternal delights. This precious truth we learn from what the Saviour said to the penitent thief 

on the cross — "Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise."  

 

THE RAPID PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY – A.D. 64 - 177 

The blameless lives of the Christians, the divine purity of their doctrines, their patient, cheerful endurance of sufferings 

worse than death, as well as death itself, their disregard for all the objects of ordinary ambition, their boldness in the faith 

at the risk of life, credit and property, were chief means in the rapid spread of Christianity. "For who," says Tertullian, 

"that beholds these things, is not impelled to inquire into the cause? And who, when he has inquired, does not embrace 

Christianity, and when he has embraced it, does not himself wish to suffer for it?" 

These few particulars will enable the reader to form a more definite judgment as to what it was that tended on the one 

hand to hinder, and on the other to further the progress of the gospel of Christ. Nothing can be more interesting to the 

Christian mind than the study of this great and glorious work. The Lord's workmen, for the most part, were plain 

unlettered men; they were poor, friendless and destitute of all human aid; and yet, in a short time, they persuaded a great 

part of mankind to abandon the religion of their ancestors, and to embrace a new religion which is opposed to the natural 

dispositions of men, the pleasures of the world, and the established customs of ages. Who could question the inward 

power of Christianity with such outward facts before them? Surely it was the Spirit of God who clothed with power the 

words of these early preachers! Surely their force on the minds of men was divine. A complete change was produced: 

they were born again — created anew in Christ Jesus. 

 

THE PERSECUTION IN FRANCE – A.D. 177 

What a weight of comfort and encouragement the words of the blessed Lord must have been to these holy sufferers! 

"Fear none of these things which thou shalt suffer" had been addressed to the church in Smyrna, and probably carried to 

the French churches in Lyons and Vienne by Pothinus. They were experiencing an exact fulfilment of this solemn and 

prophetic warning: "Behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried." They knew who was the 

great enemy — the great persecutor — though emperors, governors, and mobs might be his instruments. But the Lord 

was with His beloved suffering ones. He not only sustained and comforted them, but He brought out, in the most 

blessed way, the power of His own presence in the feeblest forms of humanity. This was, we venture to say, a new thing 

on the earth. The superiority of the Christians to all the inflictions of tortures, and to all the terrors of death utterly 

astonished the multitude, stung to the quick their tormentors, and wounded the stoic pride of the Emperor. What could 

be done with a people who prayed for their persecutors, and manifested the composure and tranquility of heaven, in 

the midst of the fires and wild beasts of the amphitheatre? Take one example of what we affirm — an example worthy 

of all praise, in all time and in all eternity — divine power displayed in human weakness. 



Blandina, a female slave, was distinguished above the rest of the martyrs for the variety of tortures she endured. Her 

mistress, who also suffered martyrdom, feared lest the faith of her servant might give way under such trials. But it was 

not so, the Lord be praised! Firm as a rock, but peaceful and unpretending, she endured the most excruciating 

sufferings. Her tormentors urged her to deny Christ and confess that the private meetings of the Christians were only for 

their wicked practices, and they would cease their tortures. But, no! her only reply was, "I am a Christian, and there is no 

wickedness amongst us." The scourge, the rack, the heated iron chair, and the wild beasts, had lost their terror for her. 

Her heart was fixed on Christ, and He kept her in spirit near to Himself. Her character was fully formed, not by her social 

condition, of course — that was the most debased in those times — but by her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, through the 

power of the indwelling Holy Ghost. 

Day after day she was brought forth as a public spectacle of suffering. Being a female and a slave, the heathen expected 

to force her to a denial of Christ, and to a confession that the Christians were guilty of the crimes reported against them. 

But it was all in vain. "I am a Christian, and there is no wickedness amongst us," was her quiet but unvarying reply. Her 

constancy wearied out the inventive cruelty of her tormentors. They were astonished that she lived through the fearful 

succession of her sufferings. But in her greatest agonies she found strength and relief in looking to Jesus and witnessing 

for Him. "Blandina was endued with so much fortitude," says the letter from the church at Lyons, written seventeen 

hundred years ago, "that those who successively tortured her from morning to night were quite worn out with fatigue, 

and owned themselves conquered and exhausted of their whole apparatus of tortures, and amazed to see her still 

breathing whilst her body was torn and laid open."* 

Before narrating the closing scene of her sufferings, we would notice what appears to us to be the secret of her great 

strength and constancy. Doubtless the Lord was sustaining her in a remarkable way as a witness for Him, and as a 

testimony to all ages of the power of Christianity over the human mind, compared with all the religions that then were 

or ever had been on the earth. Still, we would say particularly, that her humility and godly fear were the sure indications 

of her power against the enemy, and of her unfaltering fidelity to Christ. She was thus working out her own salvation — 

deliverance from the difficulties of the way — by a deep sense of her own conscious weakness, indicated by "fear and 

trembling." 

When on her way back from the amphitheatre to the prison, in company with her fellow-sufferers, they were 

surrounded by their sorrowing friends when they had an opportunity, and in their sympathy and love addressed them as 

"martyrs for Christ." But this they instantly checked; saying, "We are not worthy of such an honour. The struggle is not 

over; and the dignified name of Martyr properly belongs to Him only who is the true and faithful witness, the firstborn 

from the dead, the Prince of life, or, at least, only to those whose testimony Christ has sealed by their constancy to the 

end. We are but poor humble confessors." With tears they besought their brethren to pray for them that they might be 

firm and true to the end. Thus their weakness was their strength, for it led them to lean on the mighty One. And so it 

always is, and ever has been, in small as well as in great trials. But a fresh sorrow awaited them on their return to the 

prison. They found some who had given way through natural fear, and had denied that they were Christians. But they 

had gained nothing thereby, Satan had not let them off. Under a charge of other crimes they were kept in prison. With 

these weak ones Blandina and the others prayed with many tears, that they might be restored and strengthened. The 

Lord answered their prayers; so that, when brought up again for further examination, they stedfastly confessed their 

faith in Christ, and thus passed sentence of death on themselves, and received the crown of martyrdom. 



Nobler names, as men would say, than Blandina's had passed off the bloody scene; and honoured names too that had 

witnessed with great fortitude, such as Vettius, Pothinus, Sanctus, Naturus, and Attalius; but the last day of her trial was 

come, and the last pain she was ever to feel, and the last tear she was ever to shed. She was brought up for her final 

examination with a youth of fifteen, named Ponticus. They were ordered to swear by the gods; they firmly refused, but 

were calm and unmoved. The multitude were incensed at their magnanimous patience. The whole round of barbarities 

was inflicted. Ponticus, though animated and strengthened by the prayers of his sister in Christ, soon sank under the 

tortures, and fell asleep in Jesus. 

And now came the noble and blessed Blandina, as the church styles her. Like a mother who was needed to comfort and 

encourage her children, she was kept to the last day of the games. She had sent her children on before, and was now 

longing to follow after them. They had joined the noble army of martyrs above, and were resting with Jesus, as weary 

warriors rest, in the peaceful paradise of God. After she had endured stripes, she was seated in a hot iron chair, then she 

was enclosed in a net and thrown to a bull; and having been tossed some time by the animal, a soldier plunged a spear 

into her side. No doubt she was dead long before the spear reached her, but in this she was honoured to be like her Lord 

and Master. Bright indeed will be the crown, amidst the many crowns in heaven, of the constant, humble, patient, 

enduring Blandina. 

 

 


