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LEADER READ: 1 Kings 17:1-24 
 

QUESTION: Have you ever heard the expression, “The proof is in the pudding!” What does this expression mean? 
 

QUESTION: Over the last 24 hours, what proof was evident to the people around you of your Christian profession? 
 

QUESTION: Over the last week, what proof was evident to the people around you of your Christian profession? 
 

QUESTION: What do you think was the primary purpose of the miracles God performed in the Old Testament? 
 
READ:  Exodus 9:13-16  Exodus 10:1-2  Exodus 12:12  Exodus 14:18,31 

Exodus 16:11-15 Deuteronomy 4:32-39 Joshua 4:20-24  Joshua 24:5-7,14 

  1 Kings 18:30-39 
 
ANSWER: The miracles proved the existence of God; that He is the one true God. The miracles proved His  

Sovereignty over all creation – His omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence 
 

QUESTION: What do you think were the primary purposes of the miracles performed through the Prophets  

in the Old Testament? 

 
READ:  Exodus 4:1-8  Exodus 14:30-31 Joshua 3:7-17    1 Kings 18:36-39 2 Kings 5:1-17 
 

ANSWER: The miracles done through them confirmed their message was from God and He sent them. 

 

QUESTION: What are the primary purposes of miracles in the New Testament? 

 

READ: 

 John 3:2 – God is with Jesus 

 John 9:32-33 – Jesus is from God 

 John 5:36 – God has sent Jesus 

 Luke 5:24-25 – Jesus has authority on earth to forgive sins 

 Acts 2:22 – Jesus is approved by God 

 John 10:37-38 – The Father is in Jesus and Jesus is in the Father 

 Luke 11:20 – In Jesus the kingdom of God has come 

 Matthew 11:1-6 – Jesus is the Messiah 

 Matthew 14:25-33 – Jesus is the Son of God 

 

ANSWER: One clear purpose of miracles was to authenticate the character of Jesus and His relationship with His 

heavenly Father. 

A second purpose of miracles was to authenticate the message about Jesus. This was the major function 

of the miracles as far as the ministry of the apostles was concerned.  



In Mark 16:20, Mark says that the Lord "confirmed His word [that the apostles preached] by the signs 

that accompanied it?”  

In Acts 14:3 Luke describing the ministry of Paul and Barnabas at Iconium, said that the Lord "confirmed 

the message of his grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders?” 

Notice that in both of these texts the Lord does not confirm the apostles themselves but rather "His 

word” or “the message” that the apostles were preaching. Signs and wonders do not testify to the 

apostles but to the message of salvation preached by the apostles.  

So the two principal things that are authenticated by miracles are the Lord Jesus and the message about 

the Lord Jesus. 

 

READ:  Hebrews 11:1-5 
 
QUESTION: What do we learn about Abel and Enoch proof of profession? Do you think others witnessed it? Why? 
 
 
READ:  Hebrews 11:32-40 
 
QUESTION: What do we learn about all these Old Testament saints and their proof of profession?  
 
 
READ:  Hebrews 12:1-3 
 
QUESTION: What do we learn from these verses regarding how we are to live in this present age? 
 
LEADER READ: 2 Corinthians 13:1-5 

The Apostle Paul wrote: “This is the third time that I am coming to you. ON THE TESTIMONY OF TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY 

MATTER SHALL BE CONFIRMED. I have previously said when I was present the second time, and though now absent I say in 
advance to those who have sinned in the past and to all the rest as well, that if I come again I will not spare anyone, since 
you are seeking proof of the Christ who speaks in me, who is not weak toward you, but mighty in you. For indeed He 
was crucified because of weakness, yet He lives because of the power of God. For we too are weak in Him, yet we will live 
with Him because of the power of God directed toward you. Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 
yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? 
 
 
QUESTION: How can we examine ourselves to see if we are in the faith?  
 
LEADER READ:  

What did Paul mean by “test yourselves” and “examine yourselves”? He was calling them to look at their actions and 
attitudes to see if they were behaving as God commands. The proof that a person is a Christian is not because they said 
a prayer or claimed that they were a Christian. The proof that a person is a Christian is a transformed life. One proof 
that a person is a Christian is that he or she wants to be like Jesus. God makes this change in us through His Holy Spirit. 

“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, 
work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His 
good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12-13) 

 
 

 

 



So how do we test ourselves to see if we are in the faith?  

1. What do I believe about Jesus? 

2. Is their open sin and rebellion in my life? 

3. Is there evidence of holiness – Christ’s character developing in me? 

4. Do my attitudes and actions reflect those of Jesus?”  
 
IMPORTANT: How a person lives, their failures and flaws, do not make him or her a Christian. But a true Christian will 
have a passionate desire to become like Jesus. A true Christian will have evidence of a unique life. 
 
The Bible often uses the picture (or illustration) of “fruit” as a way to reflect the “evidence” of what a person believes. 

 
READ:  Matthew 7:15-20 John 15:1-8  Galatians 5:16-25 
 
LEADER READ:  

 Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 7:15-20 that you will know a tree by its fruit. 

 In John 15:1-8, Jesus told His disciples that only He can produce fruit that is pleasing to God. He instructs that we 
are to stay connected with Him through our faith and He will produce fruit through our lives. 

 In Galatians 5:19-21, the Apostle Paul describes the type of “fruit” sin (the flesh) produces in the natural man. 

 In Galatians 5:22-23, the Apostle Paul describes the type of “fruit” the Holy Spirit produces in a Christian. 
 
 
QUESTION: What is the evidence or “proof of profession” of the faith we claim to have? 
 

READ:  1 Corinthians 4:20 Luke 8:26-39  Psalm 40:1-10 

 

LEADER READ:  

When we take the time consider how blessed we are, how much God as done for us, how many are His thoughts toward 

us – we must not hide these things in our heart – we must proclaim. Our lives should reflect evidence of the change – 

proof of our profession of faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

LEADER READ: Ephesians 2:1-10 Ephesians 5:1-21 

 

CLOSE:  Psalm 67:7 -   “God blesses us that all the ends of the earth may fear Him.” 


