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LEADER READ: Luke 1:68-80 
 
QUESTION: How would you define the word “Mercy”? 

ANSWER: The Greek word that is translated as “mercy” in Matthew 5:7 is eleoo. This verb occurs 28 times in the 
New Testament and means “have compassion; have pity on”; “to show kindness or concern for 
someone in serious need.” 

But the meaning is stronger than the words reveal. One Greek scholar states that mercy . . . refers to a 
“feeling,” namely, the feeling of one who is moved by the sight of another’s suffering and in a way 
shares in it. 

 

QUESTION: How has someone in your life shown mercy to you? 

 

QUESTION: How have you shown mercy to someone? 

 

QUESTION: What is the difference between Mercy and Forgiveness? 

ANSWER: Here is a short story that illustrates the difference: 

One day a young man was working on a project with a friend in his father’s garage. Through an act of 
carelessness while the two boys were joking around, the garage caught fire and was greatly damaged. 
The father, although upset with his son’s carelessness, forgives the boy. He doesn’t cut off his 
relationship with his son because he loves him.  

The son is forgiven by an understanding compassionate father; yet, there are still consequences for his 
actions. The father tells the son it is his responsibility to repair the damage. The son gets the materials 
and starts the process of repairing the garage.  

Mercy comes in however when, seeing the son’s efforts, the father puts on a tool belt and works 
alongside him, actually helping the son as rebuild the damaged garage. This is mercy, aside and apart 
from forgiveness. 

 

QUESTION: What are some Old Testament stories that demonstrate God’s mercy? 

LEADER READ: Here are three Old Testament stories that beautifully reflect God’s tender mercy: 

1. Adam and Even were cast away from the Tree of Life – Genesis 3:22-24 

We often see Adam and Eve being cast out of the garden as punishment, and in many ways it was. 
However, it was also mercy on the part of God. Had humanity continued to exist in the garden they 
would have had access to the tree of life while also living under the curse of sin. 

We rarely look at the expulsion from the Garden as a mercy because our hearts still long for Eden, 
but an eternity separated from God due to the depravity of sin alive within us, would have meant 
the ache we feel for paradise would have never been soothed. 
 

2. Nathan rebuked King David – 2 Samuel 12:1-14 

We should never downgrade the value of a friend who is willing to confront us with our sin that 
would otherwise drag us to destruction. We cannot overlook those willing to shine light on the 
darkness closing in on our lives; they are evidence of the grace and mercy of God. 

Under the grace that was given to him, David shows his own desperate need for mercy as well, for 
he spoke what should be the sentence for his own sin from his mouth. Nathan, with gentle strength, 



leads him to the realization that has David pleading to God and seeking repentance as we read in 
Psalm 51:9-10, “Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”  
 

3. Hosea pursued Gomer – Hosea 1:2-3, 2:5-7 

The love story locked in the pages of the book of Hosea is one that can leave the reader with mixed 
emotions, but it illustrates a point all Christians come to understand as they begin to comprehend 
the realities of the mercy and grace of God—they are scandalous. 

Gomer was a prostitute who was unfaithful to her husband, Hosea, time and time again. Her plight 
and the merciful love of Hosea is a reflection of Israel and God’s merciful love towards them. Of 
Gomer the scriptures say, “She will chase after her lovers but not catch them; she will look for them 
but not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better 
off than now,’” 

Not one of us wants a lover like that, but oh, how we have treated God in such a way. Our hearts 
often wander from the one who is faithful to us. We sell our time, passions, and effort to things that 
will never love us back, and we wonder why our life does not fill the empty places within us. As we 
look up from the pits we dig ourselves into, we see that God opens doors of hope for us to walk 
through, that his mercy and grace await and his love remains. 

 
QUESTION: What are some examples of the ways Jesus demonstrated mercy? 

READ:  Matthew 15:21-28 Matthew 15:29-31 Matthew 15:32-38 Matthew 17:14-18 

  Matthew 20:29-34  

LEADER READ: Every example of mercy in the gospels occurs when someone begs Christ to heal them. They ask for 
mercy. These examples reveal that one who has mercy responds to those who cannot help themselves. 
Mercy responds to someone in serious need. Mercy may contain compassionate feelings, but these 
examples reveal that mercy responds to the helpless. 

 

READ:  Ephesians 2:1-10 Matthew 5:7  Galatians 5:22-23 

QUESTION: What do we learn about mercy from these three passages? 

ANSWER:  

 Regardless of how sinful and disobedient we may have been, in Ephesians 2:4we find two of the 
most precious words in Scripture, “But God”. We deserve punishment for our sin and disobedience. 
We deserve eternal separation from God. We deserve eternal damnation. “BUT GOD, being rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He loves us” … gives us mercy instead of punishment.  

 In Galatians 5:22 we learn that one of the 9 fruits of the Holy Spirit is “goodness”. The word for 
goodness in Greek means “beneficence” – which connotes acts or personal qualities of mercy, 
kindness, generosity, and charity. Mercy is a gift of the Holy Spirit and like all gifts of the Spirit, we 
are expected to exercise that gift.  

 In Matthew 5:7 our Lord taught His disciples that in the same way God is merciful to us we are to be 
merciful to others. 

 

QUESTION: Are there any people in your life you need to extend mercy to? 
 
LEADER READ: REMEMBER: Mercy is more than a feeling of kindness and a desire to care for someone. Mercy demands 

more than feelings. Mercy is action that helps the helpless. 
 
Mercy is compassion in action. – Author Unknown 


