
BIBLE STUDY:    WHEN GOD IS SILENT – 400 YEARS                                   George Nicholson 

Where are you, God?  Why don’t you answer me?                                            February 23, 2021 

 
 
QUESTION: What often happens when you haven’t seen someone or heard from them in a long time? 

  Answer: You tend to forget about them (Out of sight, out of mind) 
 
LEADER: The nation of Israel experienced extended periods of time when it seemed God had abandoned them. 
 
READ:  Genesis 15:12-13 Genesis 50:22 – Exodus 1:14  Exodus 2:23-25  Exodus 3:1-10 
  
 
LEADER: There is another 400 year period of time where God was silent. The time between the last writings of 

the Old Testament and the appearance of Christ is known as the “intertestamental” (or “between the 
testaments”) period. It is also referred to as “The Silent Years”. It lasted from the prophet Malachi’s time 
(about 400 BC) to the angel’s declaration to Zechariah while he was serving God in the temple.  

 
READ:    Luke 1:5-25 
 
QUESTION: What do you think went through Zechariah’s thoughts when he heard those blessed words from the 

angel, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard”? 
 
QUESTION: What do you think Elizabeth was thinking when she realized she was pregnant at such an old age? 
 

LEADER: While God appeared to be “silent” or “absent” during this intertestamental period, there was actually a 
great deal going on behind the scenes. The political, religious, and social atmosphere of Israel had 
changed significantly. Much of what happened was predicted by the prophet Daniel.  

 
READ:  Daniel 2:1-45 
 
LEADER: The Statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream – Four Empires 

Head of Gold:  Babylonian Empire – In 597 BC, King Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem and took most of the nation 
into captivity in Babylon. 

Chest and Arms of Silver:  Medo-Persian Empire – In 539 BC, King Cyrus the Great of Persia conquered Babylon. The fall 
of Babylon was complete when the empire came under Persian control. Israel was under the control of the Persian 
Empire about 532–331 BC. The Persians allowed the Jews to practice their religion with little interference. They were 
even allowed to rebuild and worship at the temple (2 Chronicles 36:22–23; Ezra 1:1–4). This span of time included the 
last 100 years of the Old Testament period (the time of Malachi about 450 BC) and about the first 100 years of the 
intertestamental period – The Silent Years. This time of relative peace and contentment was just the calm before the 
storm. 

Belly and Thighs of Bronze: Greek Empire – In 331 BC, Alexander the Great defeated Darius of Persia, bringing Greek 
rule to the world. Alexander was a student of Aristotle and was well-educated in Greek philosophy and politics. 
Alexander required that Greek culture be promoted in every land that he conquered. As a result, the Hebrew Old 
Testament was translated into Greek, becoming the translation known as the Septuagint. Most of the New Testament 
references to Old Testament Scripture use the Septuagint phrasing. Alexander did allow religious freedom for the Jews, 
though he still strongly promoted Greek lifestyles. This was not a good turn of events for Israel, since the Greek culture 
was very worldly, humanistic, and ungodly. 



After Alexander died, Judea was ruled by a series of successors, culminating in the Selucid king Antiochus Epiphanes. 
Antiochus did far more than refuse religious freedom to the Jews. Around 167 BC, he overthrew the rightful line of the 
priesthood and desecrated the temple, defiling it with unclean animals and a pagan altar. Eventually, Jewish resistance 
to Antiochus, led by Judas Maccabeus and the Hasmoneans, restored the rightful priests and rescued the temple. The 
period of the Maccabean Revolt was one of war, violence, and infighting. 

Legs of Iron – Roman Empire – In 146 BC, Rome defeated Greece at The Battle of Corinth. Around 63 BC, Pompey 
of Rome conquered Israel, putting all of Judea under control of the Caesars. This eventually led to Herod being made 
king of Judea by the Roman emperor and senate. This is the nation that taxed and controlled the Jews and eventually 
executed the Messiah on a Roman cross. Roman, Greek, and Hebrew cultures were now mixed together in Judea. The 
Roman Empire collapsed and came to an end in 476 AD. 

During the span of the Greek and Roman occupations, two important political/religious groups emerged in Israel. The 
Pharisees added to the Law of Moses through oral tradition and eventually considered their own laws more important 
than God’s. While Christ’s teachings often agreed with the Pharisees, He railed against their hollow legalism and lack of 
compassion. The Sadducees represented the aristocrats and the wealthy. The Sadducees, who wielded power through 
the Sanhedrin, rejected all but the Mosaic books of the Old Testament. They refused to believe in resurrection and were 
generally shadows of the Greeks, whom they greatly admired. 

The events of the intertestamental period set the stage for Christ and had a profound impact on the Jewish people. Both 
Jews and pagans from other nations were becoming dissatisfied with religion. The pagans were beginning to question the 
validity of polytheism (the belief and worship of many gods). Romans and Greeks were drawn from their mythologies 
toward the Hebrew Scriptures, now easily accessible in Greek or Latin. The Jews, however, were despondent. Once again, 
they were conquered, oppressed, and polluted. Hope was running low; faith was even lower. They were convinced that 
now the only thing that could save them and their faith was the appearance of the Messiah.  

Not only were people primed and ready for the Messiah, but God was moving in other ways as well: the Romans had built 
roads (to aid the spread of the gospel); everyone understood a common language, Koine Greek (the language of the New 
Testament); and there was a fair amount of peace and freedom to travel (further aiding the dissemination of the gospel).  

All of this was going on while God appeared to be “silent” and “absent”. 
 
The New Testament tells the story of how hope came, not only for the Jews but for the entire world. Christ’s fulfillment 
of prophecy was anticipated and recognized by many who sought Him out. The stories of the Roman centurion, the wise 
men, and the Pharisee Nicodemus show how Jesus was recognized as the Messiah by those from several different 
cultures. The “400 years of silence” of the intertestamental period were broken by the greatest story ever told—the 
gospel of Jesus Christ! 
 

READ:   Luke 2:8-11 
 
LEADER: 

Think about this. For 400 years God had been “silent”. There were no prophets speaking God’s message. Israel had been 
enslaved and governed by numerous rulers and empires. There was a sense of utter hopelessness and helplessness. 
Where was the God their forefathers spoke about? Where was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? Where was the 
God who with a mighty hand, led Israel out of captivity in Egypt through Moses. Where was the God of Joshua who led 
the armies of Israel and conquered the Promised Land – the land of Canaan. For hundreds of years life just moved along 
one depressing day after another. Year after year. Decade after decade.  

Now we find in the Gospel of Luke, some poor, despised shepherds out in the field watching over their flocks at night. 
Doing what they did every day. Life going along as usual.  Then we read this amazing and precious word: “Suddenly!”  
Suddenly changes everything when God appears! When all hope seems gone, perhaps as you’re passing through a long 
dark valley, feeling the weight of the darkness engulfing you … Suddenly, God breaks through the darkness and shines 
His light of hope, of joy, of love in your life. God breaks His silence! 
 
 
 



READ:  Job 30:20 Psalm 28:1 Psalm 83:1 
 
QUESTION: Why do you think God makes us pass through times when He seems silent and absent in our life? 
 
 
QUESTION:  Why does it often feel like God is so far away? 
   
READ:  Isaiah 59:1-2 Micah 3:4 Ephesians 4:30-31   
 
LEADER: 

Charles Spurgeon shared the following in a sermon titled:  “Walking in the Power of the Holy Spirit” 

Very briefly—much too briefly—I will share on the lamentable result of the Spirit’s being grieved. 

In the child of God it will not lead to his utter destruction, for no heir of heaven can perish; neither will the Holy Spirit be 
utterly taken away from him, for the Spirit of God is given to abide with us forever. But the ill-effects are nevertheless 
most terrible. 

You will lose, my dear friends, all sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence: he will be as one hidden from you—no beams of 
comfort, no words of peace, no thoughts of love—there will be what Cowper calls, “an aching void which the world can 
never fill.” 

Grieve the Holy Spirit, and you will lose all Christian joy; the light shall be taken from you, and you shall stumble in 
darkness; those very means of grace which once were such a delight, shall have no music in your ear. Your soul shall be 
no longer as a watered garden, but as a howling wilderness. 

Grieve the Spirit of God, and you will lose all power; if you pray, it will be a very weak prayer—you will not prevail with 
God. When you read the Scriptures, you shall not be able to lift the latch and force your way into the inner mysteries of 
truth. When you go up to the house of God, there shall be none of that devout exhilaration, that running without 
weariness, that walking without fainting. You shall feel yourself like Samson when his hair was lost, weak, captive, and 
blinded. Let the Holy Spirit depart, and assurance is gone, doubts follow, questionings and suspicions are aroused. 

“Do I love the Lord or no? Am I his, or am I not?” 

Grieve the Spirit of God, and usefulness will cease: the ministry shall yield no fruit; your Sunday School work shall be 
barren; your speaking to others and labouring for others souls shall be like sowing the wind. Let a Church grieve the 
Spirit of God, and oh, the blights that shall come and wither her fair garden! Then her days of solemn assembly shall 
have no acceptance with heaven; her sons, although all of them ordained as priests unto God, shall have no acceptable 
incense to offer. Let the Church grieve the Spirit, and she shall fail to bless the age in which she lives; she shall cast no 
light into the surrounding darkness; no sinners shall be saved by her means; there shall be few additions to her number; 
her missionaries shall cease to go forth; there shall be no marriage feasts of communion in her house; darkness and 
death shall reign where all was joy and life. 

Brethren, beloved in the Lord, may the Lord prevent us from grieving his Spirit as a Church, but may we be earnest, 
zealous, truthful, united, and holy, so that we may retain among us this heavenly guest who will leave us if we grieve 
him. 
 

LEADER: 

Remember: God is always present. If He is quiet in your life, it may be because something has come between you and 

God – sin, problems, concerns, anxieties, discouragement, fear, etc. 

 

READ:  James 4:7-10  Psalm 62:5-8  Jeremiah 33:3  Zephaniah 3:17    
 
 
 
 



READ:  Luke 24:13-32 
 
LEADER: 

Many of us have walked the Emmaus road. Overwhelmed by sorrow. Plagued by questions. We wonder where God is. 
Yet, all along, he’s been walking beside us. 
 

QUESTION:   Why does it seem like God does not hear or answer my prayers? 
 
LEADER: God always hears His children’s prayers. Sometimes he answers immediately. Sometimes His answer is 

“Wait”.  
 
READ: Psalm 27:13-14  Lamentations 3:25 Micah 7:7 Romans 12:12 
 
 
LEADER: Sometimes, other forces may be at work delaying God’s response to your prayer. 
 
READ:  Daniel 10:10-14  Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
 
LEADER: 

A story has been told of a time when the Lord told a man he had work for him to do, and showed him a large rock in 
front of the man’s cabin. The Lord explained that the man was to push against the rock with all his might. This the man 
did, day after day. For many months he toiled from sun up to sun down, his shoulders set squarely against the cold, 
massive surface of the unmoving rock, pushing with all his might. Each night, the man returned to his cabin sore and 
worn out. 
 
Seeing that the man was showing signs of discouragement, Satan decided to enter the picture by placing thoughts into 
the man’s mind such as: “You have been pushing against that rock for a long time, and it hasn’t budged. You are never 
going to be able to move it.” These thoughts began to discourage and dishearten the man even more. 
 
In the midst of battling discouragement, the man decided to make it a matter of prayer and take his troubled thoughts 
to the Lord. “Lord,” he said, “I have labored long and hard in your service, putting all my strength to do that which You 
have asked. Yet, after all this time, I have not even budged that rock by half a centimeter. I am failing You.” 
 
To this the Lord responded compassionately, “My friend, when I asked you to serve me and you accepted, I told you that 
your task was to push against the rock with all your strength, which you have done. Never once did I mention to you that 
I expected you to move it. Your task was to push. And now you come to me, with your strength spent, thinking that you 
have failed. But, is that really so? Look at yourself. Your arms are strong and muscled, your back sinewy and sturdy, your 
hands are callused from constant pressure, and your legs have become massive and hard. Through opposition you have 
grown much and your abilities now surpass that which you used to have. Yet you haven’t moved the rock. But, son, I did 
not ask you to move the rock. I simply asked you to push. It is my job to move the rock.” 

If we rightly obey, we can assuredly leave the results up to God. Even though it may seem as if God is silent in your 
life, “…know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself…” (Psalm 4:3). 

God wants to use you. Although you don’t have signs of confirmation falling down from Heaven on a continual basis, 
don’t let this discourage you or weaken your faith. God is strengthening you through times of waiting, times of solitude, 
and times of uncertainty. After the world endured silence for four hundred years, the most miraculous event in human 
history took place—our Saviour was born. 

When God is silent, He is still working. Remain obedient and open to His will. Even though you cannot always see Him 
working, He is! The question is, “Will you remain faithful when He is silent?” 

 



QUESTION:   What can we do when God seems “silent” and “distant” in our lives? 
 
READ:  Psalm 13 
 
LEADER: Problem: God seems distant  (v. 1-2)  

Petition: Call to the Lord  (v. 3-4)  

Praise: Trust in God’s unfailing love  (v. 5-6) 

When God seems distant: present the problem, call to Him and trust in His unfailing love. 
 
LEADER: 

Someone once said the following to Billy Graham:  

“I'm in shock, because the doctor has just told me I have a disease that will slowly but surely cripple me and eventually 
take my life. I had big plans for my retirement years, but now it's all up in the air. Where is God in all this?” 

Here is Billy Graham’s response: 

“God is exactly where He always has been—loving you, watching over you, and taking care of you in the midst of life’s 
hardships, even when you weren’t aware of it. 

But most of all, He has been patiently waiting for you to make Him—instead of yourself—the center of your life. 
Elsewhere in your letter you admit that you have never paid much attention to God. But He has been paying attention to 
you, and instead of getting angry at Him because things aren’t going your way now, my prayer is that you will turn to 
Him and discover the strength and comfort He alone can give you. By a simple prayer of faith, turn to Jesus Christ and 
commit your life and your future to Him. 

Then trust Him for whatever lies ahead of you. Learn as much as you can about your condition; plan ahead; enjoy the 
good things God gives you right now. Most of all, make it your goal to grow closer to Christ—through prayer, the Bible, 
and fellowship with other believers. 

Life isn’t always the way we wish it were, nor has God promised that it will be. But when we know Christ, we know we 
are never alone, no matter what happens to us. The Psalmist’s words are true: “Surely your goodness and love will 
follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (Psalm 23:6). 

  
 


